[Beam radiotherapy in treatment of thyroid carcinoma (author's transl)].
There is a particular variety of therapeutic resources for thyroid carcinoma (surgery, radioiodine treatment, external radiotherapy, chemotherapy, hormonotherapy) with some peculiar characters for each of these. Just for this fact the clinic indications and the value of each of these therapies aren't easy. The authors study a group of 156 patients with thyroid carcinoma, selected among the patients treated with beam radiotherapy at the Istituto del Radio "O. Alberti" of Civil Hospitals of Brescia from 1960 to 1977. The aim of this paper is to give an help to the definition of the value of external radiotherapy given to thyroid carcinoma and to their spreading in regional lymph nodes. The analysis of the clinical findings has allowed to state some factors which affect the prognosis of these tumors: pathology, age, hormono-dependence, radioiodine trapping. According to these factors, separately evaluated for each pathological variety of thyroid carcinoma, has been possible to state the rules for which we can advice the use of external radiotherapy in the treatment of these tumors.